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While every effort is made to ensure the 
accuracy of information printed in this 
magazine, the editor and the publisher 
cannot accept any responsibility for the 
consequences of errors that occur. 
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enjoy it. We also hope for good health for 2017 for 
US all. 


Thinking of moving? 


For a free valuation or to enquire about 
one of the properties in our varied portfolio 
please contact Richard Beville or Sara Galbraith 






= info@beville.co.uk 
@ www.beville.co.uk 
« +44 (0)118 924 25 26 
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helen.barker75@outlook.com Tel 0118 9721241 : Tel O118 972 2381 


8b Portman Road, Reading RG3O 1EA 
Tel 0118 959 9919 Morning sessions are 9.00am - 12.00pm 


Afternoon sessions are 12.00pm - 3.00om 





www.elementskitchens.co.uk 
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Sonning Common’s car is the first in the 
country to have the new national livery 
(marked up in orange and green) and the 
team are very proud of their new vehicle 
which they hope will enable them to reach 
their destination even more quickly. They 
do not have a claxon or any right to travel 
above speed but it is likely that other 
road users will give way when they see it 
is an ‘emergency’ vehicle. 


The Launch was held at the Vauxhall garage 
on the Peppard Road on 30 September 
2016, where Paul Mullin handed over the 
Atara Diamond car, which had been 
supplied by them at a favourable rate. The 
garage will also provide free servicing and 
hosted the event to thank all the sponsors. 


This purchase has been made possible by 
the generosity of the village community. 
“We are so thrilled that the village have 
supported us so well and this has enabled 
us to purchase the car in the relatively short 
time of 15 months” an excited Chris Brook 
added to her comment that the Fleming 
family had a made a particularly generous 
donation. Large and small gifts which made 
the difference came from a range of people 
and they are all heartily thanked. 


Total raised £15.940 


Carole Lewis and Alan Gibbon 
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There are currently 3 First Responders in 
the village, Chris Brook, Sue Abbott and 
Adam Negus. Their training is supported by 
Dave Hamer who is the officer for South 
Central Ambulance service and is an 
accredited paramedic. He has trained 140 
first responders across his area which spans 
several counties from Hungerford to 
Bracknell. The training and updating is quite 
a commitment but in the words of Sue 
Abbott “I like doing things for other people” 
which she additionally demonstrates by 
driving cars for FISH and being a 
contributing committee member. Adam is 
also a valued member of the community 
with his work with Club SC. 


Chiltern Edge Sports Association 


Persimmon Homes Thames Valley 
Community Champions 


Chrissie P-T & Jill Vallis Charity lunch 
Red Lion Peppard Common 

Hare and Hounds Sonning Common 
Rotherfied Peppard Parish Council 
Jill Vallis 

Sonning Common Garage 

Kidmore End Parish Council 
Sonning Common Parish Council 
Lennox Hannay Charitable Trust 
Sonning Common Quiz night 

Mr & Mrs J Fowler 


Sonning Common WI 


These three people would welcome further 
volunteers. The average number of calls 


Mr D Major are about 10 per month and their arrival at 

Tom Fort the scene of an accident is always before 

Mire lence the ambulance. That precious time saves 
many lives. 

Waitrose Community Champions 

Caversham 

Mrs S Hunt 


Waitrose Community Champions Henley 





The three course meal consisted of three 
traditional Greek dishes,meze, lamb stifado 
and baklava with coffee and wine to 
accompany. First and foremost this annual 
event is a community get together and the 


focus is not on fund raising. However any 
money raised is shared among local charities 
and organizations.This year the whole 
proceeds, over £700, was donated to the 
Sue Ryder hospice at Nettlebed. 

The hospice needs a staggering £8000 per 


day to run the hospice and support its 
community team. 


Chrissie and Jill are most grateful to all the 
volunteers who give their time so willingly 
and also to Waitrose, Tesco and the Co-op 
for their support. 





The 100 member strong South Chiltern 
Choral Society, conducted by Paul Burke 
and accompanied on the piano by lan 
Westley will be performing ‘Mass of the 
Children’ by John Rutter with the 
wonderful Hawkedon Primary School 
Choir. After the interval, there will be a 
selection of favourite carols and songs 
for choir and audience. 


Premiered in 2003, John Rutter’s Mass of 
the Children displays the melodic 
invention, immaculate craft, and 
consolatory tone that have become the 
hallmarks of this most renowned of living 
British composers. The extensive 
resources required - mixed choir, children’s 


As always we are very apprehensive on the 
day worrying whether it would be 
worthwhile. Well, you didn’t let us down!! 
We had an amazing turnout of people, in 
fact several times during the morning | did 
think we wouldn't get any more people in 
the hall. The ladies in the kitchen did a 
great job of making sure everyone had 
their tea and coffee as well as washing up 
in between times. 


The cake table was groaning under the 
weight as usual. You do make some lovely 
cakes in this village! 


This year we had a Christmas table which 
created a lot of interest. 


The stage area and tables in front held 
bric-a-brac, locally made draught 
excluders, books, jigsaw puzzles for adults 
and children, cd's and dvd's. A new 





choir, two soloists, and piano - are 
combined with a wide variety of texts to 
form a work that, in its forty-minute 
duration, offers a kaleidoscopic range of 
moods and textures. 


The concerts will be held on Saturday 10 
December at 7.300m and Sunday 11 
December at 20m at Chiltern Edge School, 
Reades Lane, Sonning Common, RG4 9LN 
where there is free parking and wheelchair 
access. Tickets will cost £12 Cunder 21s £6) 
including interval refreshments and will be 
available via the choir’s website www. 
southchilternchoralsociety.org.uk or the 
box office on 07500 032840 nearer the 
concert date. 


addition this year was a tombola. This was 
very popular and was soon sold out. The 
raffle was very successful. The ladies on 
the table worked flat out all morning and 
the prizes were fantastic. 


Outside the hall John was brandishing his 
bucket and encouraging people to part 
with their money and he did a very good 
job. He raised £141. 


June Fisher and | would like to thank you all 
for your part in making this the most 
successful coffee morning we have held so 
far. From the people who put 50p in the 
bucket to the ones who gave us five or ten 
pound notes whilst we were out walking 
and the organisations who donated £50 
from their funds, you were all very 
generous. | cannot name everyone 
individually for their help as there are too 
many but | would say that this village 
community knows how to come together 
for a very worthwhile cause and without 


you all it wouldn't be possible. Many thanks. 


CANCER SUPPORT 





WEARE 
MACMILLAN. 
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AS a parent of teenagers | would like to 
address the recent news that there 
should be a light put into the bus stop 
near the Chinese to ‘discourage 
youngsters from congregating there . 


| doubt that this will make any difference 
at all as the young people will always 
gather near to the centre of the village 
where there are lit areas and therefore 
would appreciate some more light! The 
youngsters of Sonning Common are 
members of the village community as well 
as all the “grown ups’ and should be 
respected and catered for. Why not be 
able to meet friends and chat - if there 
isn’t anywhere else to do it. They are the 
future parishioners of the village and not 
all teenagers are trouble makers. Most of 
them study hard and have a lot of 
pressure put on them from us parents! 


There was a recent facebook 
conversation about this particular issue 
which included comments like these ... 
some great ideas and they are all from 
young, and not so young, members of 
the community. 


mee 0 0 8 °° Cr. © 


eee ec eee 8 fe om 


LIGHT? 


Chrissie Phillips-Tilbury’s personal 
response 


There are two different problems with 
young people gathering in the village; 


We have a group of young people who 
want somewhere to ' hang out’ with their 
friends and the parish council are very 
aware of that. In an ideal world and with 
unlimited funds it would be marvellous to 
provide say an Internet cafe. Currently a 
skate park and considerable funds for 
Club SC have been provided. 


ee 
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| Meet Club SC 


* 


| understand that for a certain age group 
the youth club is no longer cool and the 
alternative is the bus shelter. Nothing 
wrong with that apart from the incredible 
amount of litter, noise and very anti- social 
behaviour. Residents driven mad with 
scooters revving up and screaming and 
swearing late at night. There are children 
as young as 14 out until lam and despite 
repeated written warnings ASBOs and 
children being escorted home by the 
police after midnight there is little else 
that the police can do. 


Having said that they are stepping up 
patrols and talking regularly to the young 
people. 


The second problem is that this group is 
being targeted by criminals coming in by 
car from Reading to encourage drug 
taking and irresponsible and anti- social 
behaviour. 


We have documented evidence of this and 
the repercussions of possible life-long 
drug addiction are taken very seriously. 


Editor: There will be a follow up article 
on this subject in the next issue. 





SONNING COMMON 


A combined year five and six boys team 
represented the school at the annual 
Chiltern Edge Partnership Football 
Tournament, held at Rotherfield Football 
Club. Ten teams representing the 
Partnership’s different primary schools 
took part. With all the matches played in 
an excellent spirit (often between good 
friends at different schools), the school are 
pleased to report that their team finished 
first and brought the trophy back to 
Sonning Common. 





Congratulations to all the boys involved 


and many thanks to the parents who came 


to lend their support to them. 


During October SCPS hosted their now 
traditional annual Grandparents week 
when all the children can invite a 


grandparent in for an activity in the school 


hall, whilst enjoying a cup of tea anda 
biscuit. This year the children played 
various card games with their visitors and 
then took them for a tour of the school to 


show off their classrooms and work. Every 
afternoon was very busy with a full hall, 
and enjoyed by all! . 








The school recently held their third annual 
Careers Fair for year 9, 10 and 11 students. 
Lots of local schools and colleges 
attended to talk to students about A-level 
and Btec choices available for those in 
Year 11 moving on after GCSE’s next 
summer, and also to help those in year 9 
make their GCSE choices. 


There were various exhibitors from local 
colleges, businesses and training 
providers ranging from retail to rail, 
hairdressing to hospitality, The Forces 
to civil aviation. Microsoft, Jacobs 
Engineering and Johnson Matthey were 
amongst the stalls and with over 30 stalls 
to visit students were given a wide range 





NEWS 


of opportunities to explore. Having 
apprentices from BMW, Orchard Day 
Nursery and student ambassadors from 
Reading and Oxford Brookes University 
also generated interest. 


Angela Adamson and Clare Biddis 
organised the event again this year and 
were very pleased with how the evening 
was attended. This year’s careers fair has 
attracted 20 more stall holders than its 
inaugural in 2014, and hopefully the 
school can build on this again for 2017. 











The traditional whole school sponsored 
walk took place, as usual, on the last day 
before the October half term. The money 
raised by the students will go to the chosen 
house charities. This is the 17th year that 
the walk has taken place and all students in 
Years 7 to 11 take part. The route is planned 
by the PE Department and uses local, 
well-established footpaths, crossing a 
minimum number of roads and is 
marshalled throughout by staff, parent 
volunteers and governors. 


Starting from the school fields, the walk 
took the students through some of the 
glorious countryside of South Oxfordshire 
via Busgrove Woods and Stoke Row. The 
weather was not as bright as it has been in 
previous years, but it was dry and mild and 
not too muddy underfoot! 


Daniel Sadler, Headteacher, said “This great 
annual event is not possible without 
teamwork, and grateful thanks go out to 
everyone involved, and especially to all of 
the students who were a credit to the 
school, and (mostly) enjoyed it!” ¢ 





Moores Painting, Decorating & 
General Maintenance Services 


Spruce up your Home & Garden! 
5% Discount when you quote: SCMAG 


We invite you to contact us for a free, no 
obligation quotation. 
Call: 01189 722002 or 07595 906940 
Web: 


© Beacon Flooring 


A Family Run Business 


Carpet Wood 
Karndean Vinyl 


Free fitting on carpet orders over £150 


16 High Street, Goring. 01491 454095 
beaconflooring@aol.co.uk 
WYAVTAWA oY=F-Leelalivexelalire Raemel 


FIRST CHOICE FOR 
BUILDING SUPPLIES THE PROFESSIONAL 


Pilates Matwork | Group Reformer 
BarreConcept | Ballet Barre | Yoga 





YOUR LOCAL 
WINNING TEAM 


Local people, selling and letting local houses 


Julie 
Norman 








Melissa Joanne Vanessa 
Edwards Parker Townsend 
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or call 0118 972 4242 
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Sat Nav 


e Bricks/Blocks 
/Aggregates 

e Trade Shop 

e Plenty of Parking 
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Best Estate Agent 
in RG4 








If you have instructed another agent on a sole agency and/or sole selling 
rights basis, the terms of those instructions must be considered to avoid a 
possible liability to pay two commissions. However asking us to visit is FREE. 
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Full continue! lens service 
Free specs for children 
Extensive range of 
designer frames 


Nisin agent for “/eciss 
and Rodenstock lenses 


Free parking 


01 18 947 2099 


ALA robin: umes .co.uk 
 Clhurch St, Caversham, Reaching (opposite Waitrose) 
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Want to look and feel great! | 
Try Pilates — controlled, yet gentle exercise 





Classes in Sonni ing Common area 


Including Ante and Post Natal 


Mondays / Tuesdays / Thursdays 
Beginners and Intermediates 
Max 12 in Group (6 in Pregnancy classes) 
Private sessions also available 


Christine Brook — Member of Body Control Pilates Associatior 


Ring OF 789 71701? or ema 
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ALL DOMESTIC PLUMBING, HEATING, & GAS WORK 
INSTALLATIONS, REPAIRS, & EMERGENCIES 


CAVERSHAM BASED 
GAS SAFE REGISTERED ENGINEER 
SERVING READING & THE SURROUNDING AREA 


CALL ANDREW ON 07815 304 931 


7 i 1; *) ' almtlate micwin 
7 | ee = 8 | = ar ee 





Kidbys Sheds 
Simply The Best 


28 Kennylands Road —- Sonning Common - Reading 


A Shed Should Be For Life 
Sizes from 4ft x 3ft Up to 30ft x 20ft 


Bespoke doors and window arrangements with building 
colour choices. Fully Insulated Home Offices 


Contact Michael Loades or Peter Kay 


Tel: 0118 972 3380 
Email: sales@kidbys.co.uk 


Red Kite Electrical 





Top quality electrical work for Sonning 
Common and the South Chilterns since 2006. 
All sizes and types of work undertaken. 


sparks@redkiteelectrical.co.uk 
www.redkiteelectrical.co.uk 
0118 907 1834 


0788 273 7402 
10 Onslow Gardens, Caversham 


O1 18 972 3930 
24 PEPPARD ROAD 
SONNING COMMON 


E171 OF F with THIS VOUCHER 
CHILDREN'S PLAYROOM 
CUT-£13 ONE GRADE-£9 TWO GRADES -€11 

CUT & BLOW DRY -£16 CHILDREN UNDER 10-€9 
CHILDREN 10 TO 16-£12 
SENIOR CITIZEN (MON-FRI) £9 CUT & BLOW DRY E12 
Late night opening Thursday to 7.00 pm 
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E.H. HAMLEY & SON 
Builders & Decorators 


Tel; (0118) 9573894 
Mob: 0774 3927 9649 
Email: ehhamleyandson@gemail.com 


Pro i ere repair’ a specialit ¥ 


14 Shierian Aveniie 


Cayeeham, Reading AG4 FOO ESTABLISHED mt CER bOO VEGAS 











TV AERIAL SERVICES 


Poor Reception Solved 

Aerials repaired & supplied 

TVs - Hung on your wall and tuned 

Extra TV Points - For aerial and Sky (In HD!) 
Sky TV - Also Foreign Language TV 


Call 
01189 639113 


= OXFORD AERIALS 


Family Hairdressing 
any age & any style 


...--And all in the comfort of your 
own home...... 


Ring Maureen on 


0118 972 1074 


sonning Common Pet Care 
At Home Pet Care 
when you are on holiday or at work 


Cats 


- ~ 


= 


Small Pets 


Dog Walking 

Puppy Visits — 

Please call Alison for further information 
Tel 0118 9722948 / O7 787 114536 




















T.C. FULLER PLUMBING & HEATING 
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A Water Softener 
would be your solution 


Compass Water Softeners 


SALT, SALES, SERVICE, INSTALLATION 
0118 972 3773 01189410869 0796 700 9838 


Email: martin@compasswatersofteners.co.uk 


DK Builders 
Daren Kilroy 


BRICKLAYING, EXTENSIONS, 
;-GARDEN WALLS, PATIOS ETC 


— et 
oOveER AO YEARS EXPERIENCE 


CAVERSHAM, READING O7951736745 
O18 3759407 











INSURANCE APPROV 
DOORS & WINDOW LOCKS SUPPLIED & FITTED, 
CHANGED OR UPGRADED (283621) 


DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL PREMISES 
DIGITAL LOCKS «BARS 


FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 
COVERED p CALL OUT SERVICE 

| ULL MEMBER 

680216 = ayaa 


CRESTWELL HOUSE 





PROPRIETOR: S..]. BONNER 





THE AUTHOR OF 


py BECKY GILROY 


Fred Richens was born and raised in 
Swindon and he followed his father’s 
career working for Great Western 
Railway. He moved from Swindon to 
Windsor and then, in 1939, to Sonning 
Common with his wife Helen and their 
eldest daughter. 


His career eventually took him to the 
GWR office in Paddington - which 
meant he would work a very long day, 
leaving early around 7am and not 
returning until 7om. He rose through the 
ranks and eventually became assistant 
general manager. 


Fred and Helen were very devoted 

to each other; Helen stayed at home 
taking care of their two daughters and, 
during war time, Fred spent a lot of time 
growing a large amount of fruit and 
vegetables which Helen would bottle 
and preserve. At the weekends, the 
family would enjoy walking and cycling 
and even tobogganing in winter. 


Before long Fred became involved in 
the local community and particularly 
enjoyed starting and running a local 
youth club connected to Peppard 
church; Helen also contributed by 
bringing along sandwiches and tea. Fred 
was also a dedicated member of the 
Liberal Society and local debating club. 


Yet whilst his railway career remained 
successful, Fred always had ambitions 


of becoming a writer. He managed to 
write here and there throughout his 
career, most notably by winning an 
essay competition within Great Western 
Railway Magazine when he was just 
nineteen years old. However, he never 
attempted to do it properly until his 
early retirement at the age of 62. 


With more time on his hands, Fred 
wrote two children’s books, Lightening 
Boy (1979) and The Steam Gang (1984). 
His daughters have fond memories of 
their father’s boundless imagination; 
“He used to do a lot more with us than 

| think a lot of parents tended to do, he 
used to tell us marvellous stories and it’s 
a shame he never attempted to publish 
sO many of them.” 


Ann recalls saying to her father “seeing 
as you know Sonning Common going 
quite far back you really ought to write 
about what it was like when you first 
came here”. And so The Village That 
Never Was became a passion project: 





“he said he enjoyed doing this more 
than anything else he had written.” 


Following considerable research in the 
Bodleian Library and Public Records 
Office, Fred revealed the development 
of housing in the parish as well as the 
interesting characters who dwelled in the 
village. The final result was an endearing 
account of early life in Sonning Common 
and we have much to thank him for. 
Published first in 1977 in five separate 
booklets it has since been combined 
into a book. For anyone living in Sonning 
Common it is a fascinating read. 


It is now being published again and will 
be available in the library and village 
market held on the 12 December. For 
residents who have only been in the 
area for a few years, The Village That 
Never Was is more than a worthwhile 
read and you will likely discover 
something you never knew just around 
the corner. @ 





CURTAINS, 


] // BLINDS, PELMETS,\\ 


TIE BACKS ETC. 


ALL AT COMPETITIVE 
PRICES 


CALL CAROLINE ON 
0118 954 2448 
OR 
0781 561 0007 


Kennylands Gymnastics 
(formally Thames Valley 
Gymnastics Club) offer 
a range of classes for 
boys and girls of all 

ages. Classes cater 


WE UNDERTAKE ALL TYPES 
OF BUILDING WORK 


EXTENSIONS) 
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At home with the finest 
properties in Sonning Common 
and surrounding villages 


Established some 22 years, Bridges have built in 
this time a strong reputation as independent 
specialists in the local property market, providing 


the very best advice, to ensure the successful 


for preschool, recreation, 
freestyle gymnastics as well 
as competitive gymnastics for those who 
express the talent and desire. Parties are 
also available on weekends and we even 
provide an opportunity for adults who wish to 
have a go themselves. 


marketing of your home. Whether you are 
looking to buy or sell, you can be assured that 
you will receive a unique first-class service. 


PB OILER A M AXS \: . 


sem & INSTALLATIONS “WWW AMAXSE CO.UK ® |! 


Contact us: Kennylands Gymnastics 
Bird Wood Court, Sonning Common, Oxon, RG4 9RF Ei www.facebook.com/AMAXS® 
T: 0118 9724 401 / 07846 185 905 


E: kennylandsgymnastics@hotmail.com 
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If you re considering selling in 2016 


lease contact us fora no obligation men, - | 
A a ttl ; 0118 946 2121 
Ppp Www.bridgesproperty.co,uk 


SPRUCE MAINTENANCE SERVICE — 
www.bridgesproperty.co.uk 


0118 946 2121 


Tel: 01189 724 794 Mob: 0784 068 1057 
E: info@amaxs.co.uk 








HEIGHTS 


TREE CARE — 


For all your property maintenance requirements: 
Decorating - inside and out 
Paper Hanging 
Carpentry - including door easing & hanging 

Wall & Floor Tiling & Silicone Renewal 
Plumbing - leaking taps etc. 

Patio’s, Landscaping & Garden Design 

Hedge Cutting & Planting 


Pass on your TO DO list 
ROB SMITH Tel: 0118 972 4560 


- All Aspects of Tree Work 
il m0 (e(-mOrUl ani are) 
- Private and Commercial 
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WYAWAW A al=1(@]A1&s)8a=\-lers|@-MelO MU] 4 


Graham Blake 


soft furnishing 


Loose Covers Conservatory Blinds 
Curtains Quilted Bedspreads 
Re-upholstery Tracks & Poles 
Carpets Plantation Shutters 


TEN YEAR GUARANTEE 
For personal, helpful service, please telephone 


01844 261 769 
07802 213 381 
www.grahamblake.com 
Established Family Business 


1 Church Road Caversham Reading RG4 7AA 
Email post@bridgesproperty.co.uk 





BRIDGES 


Independent Estate Agents 








DRINKING IK 


Ralph Peedell 


The Butchers Arma, Widmore, before the 1914-1915 war. 


In the background is the old forge; and, nearest 
the baker's cart driven by Dan'el Kew, 
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Abbeycrest Care Home, where staff are trained.in dental ca 
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When Vik took over the practice 

in 2010 he decided that minimal 
intervention should be its main focus 
and has since developed a wide 
prevention programme. This includes 
the already established Smile Day, 
when the practice closes for the 

day and local school children are 
encouraged to visit and learn about 
correct brushing and play games that 
hopefully establish good habits for life 
and normalise good practice. Sonning 
Common Primary School and Peppard 
School have been participants in this 
ongoing venture. 


Another vital development has been 
the free training offered to staff in 
local care homes. This enables care 
staff to monitor and manage, with 
greater confidence, the oral hygiene 
of vulnerable patients, particularly 
those with dementia. This illness can 
be particularly distressing because 
often long established good habits 
can be neglected and, unless the 
necessary support is given, can lead 
to deterioration and the need for 
intervention. Maria Bean, practice 


—s 
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oral hygiene educator, and hygienist 
Sharon, are responsible for this aspect 
of community care. 


The considerable contribution the 
practice makes to our local community 
can also be found in the emphasis it 
places on supporting local charities. 
The practice is run on a type of not 
for profit basis so while Vik is salaried, 
any profit that is accrued is reinvested 
back into the practice. Profit made 
from sales of tooth brushes etc is 
donated to three charities and also 
funds ‘prevention in the community 
projects’. Currently Oxfam, UNICEF 
and Cancer Research are the 
supported charities but next year the 
practice hope to have a local charity 
included as one of the three. 


Much work has been done on keeping 
the practice up to date and improving 
the facilities. Inout from patients will 
be very welcome and by using the 
forum website you can be assured 
that your views will be given serious 
thought and consideration. 
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Smiles all round for the Neighbourhood 
Plan team when they heard the 
resounding referendum result 


YES VOTE 94% 
(1344 VOTES) 


After 4 years of endless meetings, re- 
writes and negotiations we must say a 
huge THANK YOU to the residents for 
id alomaeldalele jars] and al-ma-1i-laa)alel0laam-lalomuala 
vote on 29 September 2016. 


This extract from the Examiner’s 
Report illustrates how extensive and 
of-it-}i sve ma alsmecelalsielie-ldelamat-lsmels\-lamu ulna 
residents and landowners/developers. 


“A series of well-attended public 
meetings were then held from 2013 
onwards, with much focus on land 
allocations. | note that a total of 
170 site, landscape and character 
surveys were completed in relation 
to the assessment of possible land 
allocations. 


It is also worthy of note that a total of 
37 meetings, plus one conference call, 
with landowners/agents/developers, 





took place between 2072 and 2075. | 
find this indicative of the significant 
lengths that plan-makers went to In 
order to consider the allocation of land 
through the neighbourhood planning 
process. Furthermore, nine meetings 
were held with residents living 

close to land identified as potential 
development sites. 


It is clear that plan-makers went well 
beyond legislative requirements to 
actively engage with local people.” 


Examiner’s Report Nigel McGurk 
May 2016 
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“Old Copse Field 
See Middle Field | 


Memorial Hall Field 
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a Balswcie) eo) ole) amnnce) nam (oler-] mm el=1e)e)(-mal-ls 
been highly valued by the Team and it 
has not ended. As many of you will be 
aware the developers are submitting 
olrelalalialeme) ©) e)icerolale)arcmaiuamlalel aatohsi=1e| 
alelanlel=ecme) ml ale)aal=scmalleiaits) asm alelurcls 
agreed in the PLAN. 


Our request to you ALL is to oppose 
these developers who are submitting 
role-lalaliate ms) e)elicers1 ake) arom aaleva mare hyce 
Jrelalinters)alan mulated c=t-hi-ve ma al=malelaalel=vg 

of homes. Protest to SODC in the 
strongest way. Our PLAN is now made 
ale ie-j alelei vols el-M-1al ce) celle Ml e)\an-1 ©) Dl Comm 


DEVELOPER 
Local Green ‘Space 


Linden 


Recreation 


22 (wants 30), 


25 (reserve) 


os “(reserve) 
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(reli relelarave 


THE FUTURE FOR 
SPORT AND RECREATION _ 


ail wre) alaliacemece)aalaatelamn(=)lelal evelelgarerese| 
Plan is not just about new homes. One 

fo) md al= Wanless) (elalis(otsl alam el=val-viiecm om dates 

id al=MaVdl i tele (mm atskomrskee [Uli qsve move) aal=m(-lalemne)e 

id al=m eo) ced’di-J(e) ame) m=>.Coli dave mm al=\\\mro) ele) am 

cote c=v-iu(o)am-laremece)anlanlelaliaarscelliiac=sm 


The field, Known as SON 43, sits 
oxsvaliaremaal=m Ge) ante) a-m =i alemAs-l 4 
MKela ale) ars] mmol me) ©) eeiik-m @laliinqlae 
Edge School on Reade’s Lane. 
DX=\{=1(e) X=) am male =10 ll mkelaat=ssm alcls 
undertaken to transfer SON 3 to 
the Parish Council for £1 when its 
r=] ©) ©) [Lero} a (0) aim Kom O1U) eo mrol Om ale) aal=\omela 
id alow alsilo]aleleleldlare mel @)\ means) ie ams 
agreed. 


A task group has been set up to 
laatclatclelsmuaalsme gelatine) daat-lalelameli 

id TSM ALSYLOM | alm@m> MAUI N camel aleiare)aliare 

re] alo aalelel=\aams) ole) aucm=] ale g-velasy-)a le) al 
(o] gol U arom nN al-me]colel omelelac-alanmatcls 
12 members, representative of 
Koxer=] im ef-] alsa exe) 0) alell ice a=\cire(=Ja lace] ale 
(Gl allin=iaam =tele[smetel aleye)F 


(@) im o)alant=miaal exe) an-lalecm cm sal-m ella 
to develop the new facilities in 
exsyadalsveciall Omysidameraliin-iaam =telel= 
Yel al ole) Ma 310) 4 aie alo wcrel alole) m=] ale ma ala) 
ers) aisia eel el arell i e)t-]amkemel=)\\.-1[0) ©) 
al=\V\Vaes) OXe) ar ale mm as\elast-ha (eam rclen lia i=ss 
on their sites. They have agreed 
to work together to ensure that 
provision on each side of the road 
Sexo) anle)i=laal=)ales| Avance) anual-m ol=lalvaie 
(o) ms oko) uamnd alma ltslersmr-) are mciel alere) 

oxo) aalaalelalialsise 


r-Naate)alemualsmals\ianrclelidisssmelelaaslala ny, 
being considered for SON 3 are 
ewero)aalanlelaliava ate) VAs) ele) aucm ele \al rear 

a multi-use games area, cricket 

fe) | kei al=toura] ale its eavsol(-VAaelalalialemugclel.e 
Tamelelelidielanmaalsmccel alete)micmelt-lalaliale mee) 
construct a full-size multi-use games 
area and upgrade its sports hall and 
olat=larelialemelactcomeriiale maalelalisssmelsiiataxe 
from the sale of its site, SON 15a, 
currently a playing field. 


Task group member Penny Snowden 
sie fold al) alale mvdl=\\\Acm ice) aamellelossm-lale 
activity groups in the village about 

id alow ©) ge) elo ss{=1e Mal=\ anne lel liaissome) are 
there will be an open meeting for 

id asm aLola) axexe)anvanlelaliavallamaclaelacy 
Email surveys and consultation via 
SYoreil=] maalsvel ls Ito] a=me) sem ©) i-lalalare 


Consultants, LK2, have been 
engaged to research into the 
feasibility and sustainability of 
the project. They have extensive 
knowledge of grants available 
and how to apply for matched 

m0 late llatem mom aat=p.dlaalisismelel an e)cenVdcirela 
and ensure that we have a fully 

inU lateudrelaliatemacvela=t-lale)amelaelelalon 


aBalsmelt-le]es)aame)mualsmel@)\ mc mnl= le) 
shows the possible layout of the 
recreation field - a large square 
olU lai Alcon lam acon aelele| al hal Wso)anly.4 
shel OJ aa Mas alolacms als e)imeiar=\cmaal(olale 

be - and the area below will be the 
S]/RmO) mW alsmorolaalaalelaliavaatcll msl alemerel a 
park. The access from Reades Lane 
will be via the current car park of 
Kidmore End War Memorial hall. 

i alsm ue) em o)dle)aia’a ale), an sm kem(=\\.-) mu al=) 
field, which will probably mean 


terracing. This levelling must be 
achieved before any grant funding 
will become available. Working 
with Linden Homes and a soll 

slate liarcveval are mnlaaam isms) asm are) e)lalemne) 
aalenVcmnke) a\\\s-14eme)am al icmreli ala e)age)(-\err 
by Spring 2017 at the latest. 


Tamsie(olidce)amueomualsmale)el-\erirelare|e-lals 
mUlalelialemmuar-m el>]aisiameelelalen me) i-lals 
to use levies which developers 

are required to pay to support 

idalom lel i(eliateme)mal=\ ia ale)aalcscomlamaal> 
Wali tole [ovum M alossicwxexe) ala gl eleiarelarcmyall 
ofomne) >) 40 man] eae) alaremaarsmvalitcleroes 
infrastructure. © 


VILLAGE GENTRE IMPROVEMENTS 


In response to the frequently- 
expressed concerns from residents 
about traffic and parking problems in 
the village centre, a new working party 
has been set up to identify potential 
solutions. 


The parish council plans to move 
forward on this work in consultation 
with residents. More news will follow. 








Reindeer Footprint Christmas Card 


THIS SIMPLE CARD MAKES A GREAT 
CHRISTMAS KEEPSAKE FOR FRIENDS 
AND FAMILY. 


Age: 2 years+ 





What you'll need: 


© 1X Ad sheet of card (light colours work best) 
e Brown poster paint 

e 2 X paint brushes & plate or palette 

e PVA glue 

° 1 X red pompom 

e 2 X pipe cleaners 

e 2 X novelty eyes 

e Wet wipes 

© Old newspaper/wipe clean tablecloth 











Instructions: 


1) Before you begin, lay an old newspaper or wipe clean 
cloth on the floor 


2) Fold your A4 sheet of card in half, making sure the 
edges line up neatly, and place on the paper/cloth. 


3) Pour a small amount of brown paint on the plate/ 
palette, then using a paintbrush coat the bottom of 
one foot with paint (you might want to ask an adult 
for help) 

4) Place your painted foot in the middle of the folded card 
to leave a footprint. 

5) Using the wet wipes, clean any remaining paint from 
your foot and let the card dry. 


6) Once dry, use a clean paintbrush to put a small amount 
of glue on the pompom and novelty eyes. Add them to 
the footprint to create a face. 


JACKIE'S GRAFT C 


1) Bend the pipe cleaners into the shape of antlers then, 
using a small amount of PVA glue, stick them onto the 
reindeer’s head (if you need to cut the pipe cleaners 
make sure you ask an adult for help). 


8) Once the glue is dry, open your card and write your 
Christmas message. 


Alternatives: 


- Why not use buttons for the eyes and nose? 
- Twigs could be used to make antlers 


- Instead of a card, why not print onto gift tags or even a 
bauble? 





Finished iter 








THIS SNOWMAN MAKES A GREAT 
CHRISTMAS GIFT OR FIREPLACE 
ORNAMENT - AND YOU'D NEVER GUESS 
IT STARTED LIFE AS A PAIR OF SOCKS! 


Age: [+ 


What you'll need: 


° 1X white sock 

° Scissors 

e 3X rubber bands 
e Uncooked rice 

° Scrap material 

e 2 Xnovelty eyes 
° 4X buttons 





e PVA glue, paintbrush and palette 
e Needle and white thread 


Instructions: 
1) Cut the top from the foot of the sock 


2) Turn the top of the sock inside out, secure the bottom 
with an elastic band, then tum back the right way. 


3) Fill the top of the sock generously with rice then secure 
the top with a second elastic band. 


4) Take the final elastic band and tie 34 of the way up 
the rice filled sock to create a head and body for your 
snowman. Mould the rice to get a good shape. 


5) Using PVA glue and a paintbrush, add eyes and button 
detail to your snowman. 
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6) Using a strip of scrap fabric, create a scarf and 
tie around your snowman’s neck - why not also 
add a nose? 

T) Now take the toe of the sock. Tuck under the cut edge 
and position on top of the snowman’s head to create a 
hat. Sew in place using the needle and thread (make 
sure you ask an adult to supervise.) 


Alternatives: 

- Buttons and eye detail could be drawn on using a 
marker pen 

- Why not use toy/cushion stuffing to fill your snowman? 


- Use a different coloured or patterned sock to create a 
matching hat and scarf 


Jackie Stoffels 








Computer repairs PARISH NEWS 
; . : @ 
Woodwork, Roofing, Brickwork, Drains, Specialist in home-user & small business support: 
. Virus removal, slow computer, data backup, 
Kitchens and Bathrooms B data recovery, booting problems, hardware diagnosis a I : fey 
All Exterior, Groundworks and Garden work Over 10 years experience 


Property Management & Lettings 


Plumbing, Electrics, Decorating, 





0 0759 898 3292 [XX] jason@millwardit.co.uk 


ees ogron 07752 759908 Ml SI a 





| WIKRE & Set invan idyllic village locatign, our amall, friendly 
ny mn preschool creates a very apectal environment 
Af i) > for children guided by a team of highly qualified, 
= = | Nis canny Staff, Please contact us for detalls 
("| | it) repistrar@theps.co.uk 
We Traditional, professional, decorator 


| with over 40 years experience 
ia aie Th 
With excellent links to Kidimore End it aed 7 
Primary School and only 5 minutes ~ eee iii 
from Caversham, Sonning Common, in tarenaey 
Paopand and Emmner Creer, "7 





Specialising aiso in pericd house 
decoration and repairs: 
lime wash, faux finishes, marbling, 
and much more. 





David wolkerSpecialist@ hoatmallcams (O16) F486 4325 / O7946 349194 


Whatever you want 
to store... 


| We have been trading in the village for 
.. for whatever reason - house sale and | over 50 years 


purchase not coinciding, travelling, house 
building work, paperwork overload or just 
“de-cluttering” to sell your house more 





quickly - we offer a friendly and flexible We have cid tashloned trissdiy Service Above right: Stuart Howe 
service at Shiplake. eS Above left: Anthony l'Anson 


P mpc Wie deliver free on orders over £25.00 
With competitive rates, secure 


storage all on one level and 
hassle free 24/7 access, 
contact us now! WITH ¢ 


(OME AN DSEE US Tt 


EARLY WARNING OF TEMPORARY CO-OP CLOSURE 


Only 10 minutes 
drive from 


Sonning Common ff BARN 


in Shiplake 


% 
% \ www.petcountrysu lies.co.uk 
m7 






SAVE MONEY WITH 


STORE CHECK OUT e 


HIGH-SECURITY STORAGE Ae . THE MONTHLY 


01189 404163 





OUR SHOP 
OR 
WEBSITE 


www.barn-store.co.uk 





Last Christmas we said goodbye to Fr Paul 
Rowan who had been with us for three 
years and hoped that a new parish priest 
would be with us around February time. 
However this was not to be and a new 
appointment was announced towards the 
end of October and the parishioners of St 
Michael’s are looking forward to welcoming 
their new priest, Fr Michael Sharkey very 
soon. In the meantime the parish was 
served by a number of visiting priests and 
recently we have enjoyed the ministry of 
Fr Alejandro Olayo-Mendez, a Mexican 
Jesuit priest researching for his doctorate 
in Oxford. 


The parish community was deeply 
saddened in September Deacon Francis 
Andrews died unexpectedly. Francis had 
been a parishioner of St Michael’s for many 
years and a deacon for just over 20. 


He served the parish faithfully during this 
time and is very much missed. His funeral 
Mass was celebrated by the area bishop in 
the presence of many and he was laid to 
rest in Kidmore End cemetery with his wife 
Mary. Despite the difficulties the parish has 
continued to thrive and many people have 
given generously of their time to support 
us and contribute to our weekly services. 


This year the Catholic Church worldwide 
has been celebrating a Jubilee of Mercy. 
As part of the jubilee parishioners made 

a pilgrimage to St Anne’s, Caversham, an 
ancient pilgrimage centre, using footpaths 
and country lanes. Those unable to walk 
joined for a service reflecting on the 
mercy offered by God to all. Over the last 
year our main charitable activities have 
supported Mary’s Meals and the Readifood 
food bank. We also participated in the 
‘Spend a Penny’ initiative to provide toilets 
for African villages and schools. 


Our thoughts are now turned to Advent 


and Christmas. If you are new to the area 
please come along and introduce yourself 
to us. You will receive a warm welcome. 
Our future events - including a Christmas 
Concert with the Pangbourne Silver band 

- and regular service times can be found 

in the parish diary on the website http:// 
www.saintmichaelsonningcommon.org.uk/ 
pagel2.asp?diarycatid=2 
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That’s the question that kicks off the 
‘Life Explored’ course - a series of seven 
evenings designed to open up some of 
the big questions of life with space for 
discussion and discovery together. 


Through the medium of short films and 
Bible passages, Life Explored charts a 
course through some of the challenging 
issues Of our human experience, to the 
story of God and his incredible love. 


Martin Seccombe from Sonning Common 
Free Church will be leading the course. 


Martin says ‘Approaching Christmas 
and New Year again has really made me 


They had previously lived in India, down 
the road in Reading and in the USA & 
Mexico assisting border communities 
impacted by the US/Mexico drug trade. 


Immediately before becoming part of the 


Springwater family, they worked against 
Human Trafficking supporting survivors 
in the greater Los Angeles area and 

completing studies at Fuller Seminary in 


Pasadena CA. For more details see www. 


potterabout.com 


Over the last ten months the Church has 
journeyed through a transition phase 
and currently there are several activities 
ongoing during the week. 


think about what I’m living for and where 
lasting happiness is to be found. In all 
our celebrations | wonder whether we’ve 
progressively pushed God out of our 
lives and replaced him with other things 
to make us feel good. The Life Explored 
course gives us a great opportunity to 


reconsider life and the source of happiness 


in a relaxed and non-threatening way. I’m 
looking forward to welcoming friends and 
neighbours.’ 


Life Explored runs on Thursdays from 12 
January 7.50 - 99m @ Sonning Common 
Free Church. 


Tuesday morning at 9.45am; ASPIRE, a 
women’s group, meet to share life and 
discuss a topical book. 


Wednesday morning at 10.00am; THE 
ARK provides a safe, warm, friendly and 
welcoming environment for parents 
with babies & toddlers aged O - 3 
(specifically up to the term after the 
child's 3rd birthday) 


Various prayer and bible studies are 


ongoing. Plus there is also early morning 


prayer available on Friday mornings 
between 6.30 - 7.30am. 


The church community regularly meets 


on Sunday mornings from 10.30am till 
noon and services vary in style. All are 
welcome and prayer is available for 
anyone who would like us to pray 

for them. 


Springwater also periodically undertakes 
various workshops such as raising 








awareness on Human Trafficking, 
Prophetic Art and Film nights. In 
early November; we will run a bread- 
making workshop in partnership with 
Compassionate Loaf. 


Over the Christmas period we will be 
holding a CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT 
SERVICE at the church on Christmas Eve 
(Dec 24th) from 4.300m and on New 
Years Day (Jan Ist 2017) Springwater will 
host a NEW YEARS DAY BRUNCH at the 
church beginning at 11.00am. This will be 
in place of the service and there will be 
NO service on Christmas Day. 


You can be kept informed on any 
additional workshops and get the details 
of all the gatherings at Springwater by 
checking out the new website www. 
springwaterchurch.org.uk, by emailing 
contactspringwater@gmail.com or by 
phoning O118 972 4519. 








Help For Separated Families 


MIKE DOCKREE ae ee ae 
| FLA ramily Mediation 
WINDOWS divans ain sneer euldien repens 





Trade for windows, doors & conservatories Seek Professional Help — FMCA accredited 
We provide and fit 07591 085389 
-Windows 
=Doors 
-Conservatories 


Jefferies 


ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES 


In a colour of your choice and also 
-reéplace misty and damaged glass 
-hinges, handles and locks 
We can also give your conservatory roof an 
upgrade both in material and colour. Excellent customer service & free initial consultation 
Self-Assessments Corporation Tax Returns 





We also provide 





Business Advice Accounts 
and fit: 
-Fascia a 
“Soffits ; y, J | All parents and children probably 
“Guttering go over the same fight every week 
-Cladding about whose turn it is to clean the 





dishes. Of course, as a teen myself 
| try every possible method there is 
to avoid emptying the dishwasher 
in the mornings; from loitering in 
my room for the extra 5 minutes, to 
pretending that | had in fact done it 
the previous day (most likely a lie). 
Despite my best efforts of avoiding 
this, | do agree with the morals of 
parents attempting to train their 
children for their later life. For, yes 
you do need to know how to turn 
on a dishwasher in life-as | recently 
found out. 


Our windows and conservatories come with a 
comprehensive 10 year guarantee, full 
independent inspection with all certificates 


Mike Dockree has 30 years’ experience 


For your free quotation 


Ring: 01189724376 or 07785928190 
Email: mad@windows2002.fsnet.co.uk 


10% discount on windows & doors 
when you quote MAD2Z016 





However, have you, as a parent, ever 
told the story, or you as a child ever 
listened to the story, about how you 
spent your many afternoons picking 





up the grass cuttings from the 








lawn mower, or had to prepare the 
lunches for your five or six brothers- 
because | sure have listened to it and 
more than once too! | think parents 
compare too much about what 

they did ‘back in the day’ to help 
their folks, to what us teens do now. 
Personally, | think that it’s a bit unfair 
to make such comparisons when we 
are in a modern-day society where 
children aren’t actually needed to 
helo so much, due to the advance in 
technology. 


Also, you parents wouldn’t have liked 
it if your parents had asked you to 
do the laundry when you were about 
to play football with your friends, or 
when you had a ton of homework 

to do. | mean this is exactly what 

it is like for us. And although we 
understand that you’re trying to 

help us learn key life skills Cunless of 





ee 


SUPT EENAGERS SUMEPSIADK. 








course you're just being plain lazy) 
sometimes we just don’t have the 
time to achieve everything you want 
us to. And as energetic, growing 
children we need a little time to relax 
and let loose as we don’t quite have 
the freedom that you old ‘uns had 
when you were little. Just to be clear 
that means when we are Sat in our 
pjs watching TV it doesn’t necessarily 
mean we are being lazy. 


So please mums and dads, in the 
future, try to understand why we 
have left for school leaving our 
empty bowl sat on the table or why 
we have bribed our younger siblings 
to clean the dishes for us for the next 
week. We aren’t always necessarily 
being lazy, despite what you may 
think. 


Dedicated to my mum.... 





DOMESTIC, COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL 
ROOFING & EXTERIOR MAINTENANCE 


ROOFING PROBLEMS? 


Crownless Kings is a thought-provoking 
journey into the life of Nick, your typical 
graduate from university, seeking to make 
it big in a world that is very different 


+ All aspects of general dentistry 


+ Teeth whitening and cosmetics 


+ NHS for children & anyone in 


to sit him down and knock some sense 


into him. 


Potter’s style is descriptive and relational. 





Free quotations ¢Upve sofits & fascias 
¢Roof repairs & surveys ¢Chimneystack works 
¢Flat roofs — all types Insurance backed 
of long term systems guarantees 
¢Slate/tile work ¢Lead works 
¢Dormer & Velux windows ¢Re-roofs 
CHAS Registered 


full-time education 
+ Affordable payment plans 
+ Flexible opening times 


+ Ample free car parking nese 





Bondright Roofing Services 
Freephone: 0800 1692361 or Henley 01491 5/9659 


Main St, Checkendon, RG8 OSP ~—_— Tel 01491 680412 


Mercurial Systems Ltd 





to the one we know. In Nick’s world, 
homelessness is the height to which the 
young aspire. The goal is to live on the 
streets but not many make it, unwilling 
to work hard enough to make it big and 
succumbing to the temptations of giving 
up. You go through the highs and lows of 
the choices that Nick makes; at times you 
smile with him, at other times you want 


He writes as if you were sitting having a 
coffee with him. And by the end of the 
book, you know Nick as if he was a young 
friend of yours. A fun quirk to the book 

is that Nick is writing his own book, a 
Robinson Crusoe type adventure novel. 
The whole thing is a good read. 


‘Gre wnaless 


Kin S 
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DID YOU KNOW? 


But it will be a relief to have the house 
quiet, and not to have to endure the 
dog (fine thanks, unfortunately) going 
demented every two minutes at the 
sound of heavy boots on the stairs. 


COOKS 


FOCACCIA - serves 8 





BUILDERS 


So I’m looking forward to our new paper, slap on the glue, stick it up. | 
bedroom. And what a pleasure to have needed arms twelve feet long to do it 

it all done for you, and by blokes who my way, and | ended up with glue in my 
know what they’re doing - and that hair, ears and just about everywhere 
includes the painting. | think | may have _ else, and the paper everywhere except 
referred before in this magazine to my on the ceiling. 


own Inglorious career in DIY. I’ve done So, for me the age of DIY is finished 


and has been replaced by the golden 
better than mediocre, and plenty worse age of GSETDIFY - Get Someone Else 


than that. To Do It For You. 


There was the bookshelf that collapsed 


a good deal in my time - none of it 


on me, owing to faulty raw-plugging into 
a crumbling wall. There was the shower 
control given an encouraging tap with 

a hammer to stop it sticking, which 
shattered before my eyes. And there 
was the catastrophe of the lining paper. 


Put briefly, | decided to paper a 

ceiling without taking the elementary 
precaution of finding out how it should 
be done. To me it was obvious: cut the 


BRAIDED CHALLAH - makes 2 good sized loaves 








ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS 


DOMESTIC ¥ INDUSTRIAL # COMMERCIAL 


“call today for a free estimate” 


01491 651356 


www. wheelers-electrical.co.uk 
Tel: 01 | 8 972301 0] Ess VSI | 


Email: NJCox.plastering@hotmail.com 
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oer | FANN C3 LEY ARB | | JD Langley Arboriculture Ltd are an 
Y¥ Environmentally, Friendly Company 


aN | ARBORICULTURE SERVICES Specialising in Customer Service 


> (ol) at-a Oto) aalaal-)ceit-lm-lacem Plo) aal-t-jd(omm tee] Ul ge [1a whilst Providing a Professional 


Approach to Modern Tree Surgery. 
All our Staff are Highly Skilled Tree 


Tree Reductions & Thinning | Hedge & Shrub Trimming experts who know and understand 
Arboriculture Consultations | Supply & Planting your Regional Habitat. 
Proud members of SZ Bs, 
Telephone 0800 0385434 + Mobile 07775 959579 Checkatrade.com 7 





Where reputation matters 


APPROVED 
COSTAL Tie 


Email: Enquiries@Langleyarb.com ° www. Langleyar Ree) 





Box Financial Planning - your new Independent 
Financial Advice firm in Sonning Common wishes you a 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 





If you have any Pension, Investment, Mortgage, Protection or 


. box financial planning 
associated advice needs, please contact us for a free and 
without obligation financial review. 
info@box-financial-planning.co.uk - www.box-financial-planning.co.uk 











a4 ue | You can'call us FREE on — ay lire ne 


FREE spot & stain remover with every clean UUUU IUU Fu UZ 


ALL MAKES SERVICING 


Caring for all your motoring needs ‘for over 50 years! 


MOT 


WHILE YOU WAIT... 9" 


Y BOSCH Diagnostics 

¥ Service & Repair 

VY Air Conditioning Service & Re-Gas 
V ATA Highly Qualified Technicians 
/Y Free Collection & Delivery 

Y Courtesy Cars Available 


Sonning Common Vauxhall 


0118 972 2021 


Peppard Road, Sonning Common, Reading RG4 9SU 


CUSTOMER EXCELLENCE WINNER 


Service Open: Mon-Fri 8am - 6pm ¢ Sat 8.30am - 12.30pm ¢ Sun CLOSED 
www.sonningcommonvauxhall.com 


£10.00 or- 


your next MoT on production of this voucher 








& SON LIMITED 


FUNERAL DIRECTORS _ EST. 1826 Oi: 


TEXTUREPLUS 


Free Estimates 
Interior & Exterior Decorating 
Artexing & Coving / Solving Artex Problems 
Floor & Wall Tiling / Wallpaper Hanging / Plastering 
Kitchens / Bathrooms / Roof & Guttering Maintenance 
Carpentry — Doors + Architraves + Skirting 


COMPLETE HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
(Quality Comes As Standard) 
30 Years Experience / NHBC Awarded / PPL Insured 
Insurance Work Undertaken 


Tel: 0118 972 1442 or Mobile: 07880 542363 


Based in Sonning Common 


PILATES ABC, HENLEY. 


CLASSES: SONNING COMMON, HENLEY 
& HURLEY. BEGINNERS WELCOME 


07521 699265 alyth@pilatesabc.co.uk 


www.pilatesabc.co.uk 
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LINEAL HiMES 
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Arranging a funeral can be stressful and 
demanding. Five generations serving 
sonning Common; we believe we will 


make a difference. 
For 24 hour assistance: 


Henley-on-Thames 01491 413434 


Caversham 
Reading 


0118 947 7007 
0118 957 3650 


Also at Thatcham, Bracknell and Wokingham 
For tlowers, donations and further information: 


www.abwalker.co.uk 





TELLS HER STORY 


| started this walk, June 2006 and 
finished in September 2016, a day after 
my 8ist Birthday. Staying in 12 different 
guesthouses/hotels or pubs and 18 self- 
catering cottages. 


The South West Coast Path (SWCP) 

is the longest long distance path in 
Britain. It starts at Minehead in Somerset 
and finally reaches South Haven Point 

at Poole Harbour - a staggering 630 
miles! The path quickly moves along 

the North Devon coastline and around 
the Cornish coast including the dramatic 
cliffs of Lands End and continues along 
the red clays of South Devon before 
entering Dorset with the Jurassic heights 
(and lows) and restricted access of the 
military ranges. 


The path is graded into ‘easy, moderate, 
strenuous and severe’ (the latter 

being too much for me now, but | was 
determined to complete the route. 
Coming downhill is so much harder than 
going up (more pressure on your knees!) 


In the early days, at the start of our 
walk, we booked our accommodation 
through an organised tour/group who 
kindly transported the luggage from one 
b&b to the next. But Hilary and | felt 
rushed and wanted to enjoy and have 
time to explore a little. We decided to 
walk the path at our own pace, in our 
own company and opted to book self 


catering accommodation for 3-6 nights 
at a time. Sometimes, 3-4 times each 
year. We could therefore relax, unpack 
and take turns to cook. Taking two cars 
helped (one at the start of the days 
walk, the other at the end after much 
scrutiny of the Orange Explorer maps. 
The distance often covered of around 
10 miles each day. Although perhaps 
more in Somerset and less in Dorset, for 
obvious reasons! 


| have been walking the SWCP with my 
close-friend, Hilary Townsend of 25 years 
and we met whilst we were both nursing 
at Townlands Hospital. The SWCP is my 
18th long distance path of the British 
Isles and by far the hardest! However, it 
has also been a real privilege to witness 
the scenic splendour, the fascinating 
history and heritage and a tremendous 
achievement. | have been to enchanting 
villages that Il’d never heard of, crossed 
many rivers by ferry Cand some we’ve 
had to wade through, (timing the 

tides just right), which all adds to the 
excitement. 


The weather and people we have met 
along the way, often played an eventful 
part of our walking the SWCP. From 
Ernest, the ferryman at Looe, re-telling 
us his wartime exploits, with a twinkle in 
his eye, to the Canadian couple carrying 
a small baby and everything they needed 
on their backs. They had started the 
route when baby Eleanor was just 12 
weeks old. When Hilary and | met up 
with them she was 6 months old and 
gave us a broad beaming smile. 


The section of the path along Levant, 
famous for its tin mines Cas shown on 
Poldark), became extremely hazardous 
when a torrent of red water from the 
clay soaked ground came raging along 
our route, making every step slow and 
difficult. The sudden change in cloud 
colour to dark blue in the middle of 








the afternoon, then a loud crack of 
thunder, and the sky lit up so bright for 
a split second. It was so frightening and 
nowhere to take shelter. Every bit of our 
bodies got soaked with the downpour 
with each step becoming heavier and 
heavier as more red clay stuck to our 
boots! 


Much later, in Dorset this last Seotember 
we were caught in a really violent 
thunderstorm. Thank goodness for the 
tiny chapel of St Aldhelm’s on the top of 
the headland - a chance to take breath 
and dry out. 


Hilary and | are aiming to complete 
the Test Way in Hampshire in the 
next year. 








SKE 


FREDA’S ‘BABY’ 

















a = a: i le 
Gl ig Ou 1ilty Mencts ia tT 


AEC? « Tw on 


Quality Local Produce at Competitive Prices 





Friendly, family run Butchers established for over 30 years. We pride ourselves on quality produce and 
customer satisfaction. 


~s Te ray nat 


ss.™ —— See 


and our page to receive 10% off your next order. 


Save £'< when you buy our Freezer Packs. Enjoy one of our tailored Meat Packs. 





DIARY DATES 


DECEMBER 


Monday 5 - 74:30 
FISH - Tea party. Village Hall 


Monday 5 - 74:30 

Royal British Legion Women's 
Section - Christmas Party 
Batten House 


Tuesday 6 - Thursday 8 
Chiltern Edge School presents 
"Little Shop of Horrors” 


Wednesday 7 - 70:30 - 12:00 
Village Coffee Morning hosted 
by Sonning Common Women’s 
Institute. Open to all. Raising 
funds for local community 
projects. Village Hall 


Wednesday 7 - 14:30 - 16:00 
SCHC workshop "Bereavement, 
Grief, Family support & 
Befriending services” 


Saturday 10 - 76:50 
Nottakwire - Come and sing 
carols. Village Hall 


Saturday 10 - 79:50 

South Chiltern Choral Society 
- Christmas concert. Chiltern 
Edge School 


Sunday 11 - 74:00 

South Chiltern Choral Society 
- Christmas concert. Chiltern 
Edge School 


Monday 12 - 20:00 
Sonning Common Parish 
Council. Village Hall 


Tuesday 13 - 79.75 

Chiltern Edge Horticultural 
Society - AGM 

Peppard Memorial Hall 


Thursday 15 - 79:30 
Sonning Common Women's 
Institute - Christmas party. 
Village Hall 


Thursday 22 - 09:00 
FISH - Henley Farmers’ Market 


The FISH Volunteer Centre runs regular door-to-door shopping trips to Tesco in Henley every Monday morning and to Henley Waitrose, 


JANUARY 


Monday 9 - 74:30 
FISH - Tea party. Village Hall 


Thursday 12 - 79:30 - 27:30 
Life Explored course starts 
Sonning Common Free Church 


Monday 16 - 20:00 
Sonning Common Parish 
Council. Village Hall 


Wednesday 18 - 74:50 - 76:00 
SCHC workshop "Advance Care 
Planning”. Health Centre 


Thursday 19 - 77:30 
FISH - Pub lunch 


Thursday 19 - 79:30 

Sonning Common Women's 
Institute - Social evening with 
fish & chips and bingo. Visitors 
welcome Village Hall 


Thursday 26 - 09:00 
FISH - Henley Farmers’ Market 


AB Walker & Sons Ltd 30 
Funeral Directors 


Alphabet Day Nursery Back 


AMAXS Plumbing 14 
Heating Electrical 


Barrs Insurance Back 
Services 
Barn Store 22 


(Secure Self Store) 


Beacon Flooring 


Beville Estate Agency 2 
Bondright Roofing 26 
Services 

Bonner Locksmiths 12 
Box Financial Planning 29 
Brambles Floral Service 9 
Bridges Property 15 
Byways Dental 26 
Carl Woods Butchers Ltd 27 
Carpet Fitter 2 


Caversham Aerial Services 2 
Compass Water Softeners 12 
Computer Repairs 22 
Curtains, Blinds, Pelmets, 14 
David Walker Decorator 22 
Davis Tate Estate Agency 8 
DK Builders 12 


EH Hamley & Son 12 
(Builders & Decorators) 


Elements Kitchen Design 2 


Family Hairdressing 12 
Family Mediation 26 
Functional Physio Back 
Girl Power (Electrician) 30 
Graham Blake Soft 14 
Furnishings 

Gunning Plumbing 9 
Heights Tree Care 14 


Henley Glazing & Window 35 
Centre Ltd 


Influential Computers 26 


Jefferies Accountancy 26 
Services Ltd 


Kennylands Gymnastics 14 
Kidbys 9 
Kidmore End Pre-School 22 


Henley Farmers Market, Morrisons in Reading and Reading Town Centre every month. 
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ADVERTISERS DIRECTORY 


Langley Arb (Tree Surgery) 29 


Milo Technical Support 35 
(Computers) 


Moores Painting & 8 
Nathan Cox Plastering 29 
Paul’s Painting & 26 
Decorating 


Peppard Building Supplies 8 


Pet Country Supplies 22 
Pilates ABC 30 
Property Maintenance 22 
Red Kite Electrical 9 
Robin James Opticians 9 
S J Hinton Carpenter 35 
& Joiner 


Sonning Common Beauty 35 


Sonning Common Garage 30 


Sonning Common 12 
Pet Care 

Sonning Common 2 
Pre-School 

Spruce Property 14 
Maintenance Service 

Studio One (Pilates, 8 
Matwork & Yoga) 

T C Fuller Plumbing 12 
& Heating 

Tai Chi Classes Back 
Tandoori Connoisseur 35 
Tereena Hartin Back 
Personal Trainer 

TexturePlus (Interior 30 
& Exterior Decorating) 

Time 4 Pilates 9 
Tomalin and Son Back 
Funeral Directors 

TradeMark (Windows, 26 
Doors, Conservatories) 

TV Aerial Services 12 
Village Barbers 9 
Wee-Cot Seating 26 
Wood Lane Dentistry 2 
Wheelers Electrical 29 
Contractors 

Zero Dry Time 29 


(Dry Carpet Cleaning) 


The programme of shopping and leisure trips for each month is published and distributed on 20th of the preceding month and 
bookings are taken from that date. Copies of the programme are available the FISH Volunteer Centre, Sonning Common Library, the 
Christian Community Action shop, Pet Country Supplies and on request from Carson’s Chemist. The monthly programme of trips is 
posted on noticeboards in both Peppard and Sonning Common. 


Details of all minibus trips can also be found on the FISH website www.fishvolunteercentre.co.uk 
For more information and to book any trip call 0118 972 3986 any weekday between 09.30 and 11.530 a.m. @ 


Advertise in the 
sonningcommon magazine 


Delivered to 1,850 addresses 


Prices from just £27 per issue 
for an advert this size 


Perfect for local businesses 
elalemaackelssiaaleyal 


Call John Pearman to find out more on 0118 972 2381 
or email advertising @sonningcommonmagazine.org 


Over 200 happy customers in 
sonning Common. 


Milo and Michael Harper 


Milo Technical Support 


0118 972 4905 22 Sedgewell Road 


HENLEY GLAZING AND WINDOW CENTRE LIMITED 


Glass Supply, Glazing Service 
Mirrors, Shelves, Table Tops 
Sealed Units, Lead Lights < 


Locks, Secondary Glazing 
Shower Screens 


01491 629901 


Suppiers & Installers of: 
UPVC, Aluminium and 
Timber Windows 

Doors and Conservatories 
Facias, Sofits and Guttering 


Registered Company 


Workshop: Unit 12, Manor Farm, Peppard Common, Henley on Thames RG9 5LA 
Fax: 01491 629904 Email: andy@henleyglazingwindow.co.uk 


Come & Experience authentic 
Tandoori & Bengali Cuisine 


OG CCL LCG 


21 Wood Lane 
Sonning Common 
0118 972 3104 / 972 1054 


S ] HINTON 


Carpenter & Joiner 
Wide range of high-quality carpentry 
services delivered by skilled craftsman 
Built-In Wardrobes, Cupboards, Shelving. 
Kitchen Fitting, Doors, Floors, Windows, 
Stairs, Roof Construction. 


Telephone Steve on 0118 972 3602 


* Fully Air-Conditioned 
* Large Groups Catered For 
x Open 7 Days a Week 


TAKE-AWAY MENU 
We Guarantee Prompt Service on All Orders 


12 Newfield Road Telephone 0118 972 3059 
AWA AXedalaliay-xexe]anlanre) al st=r lela een el 4 


* MANICURE * PEDICURE * ORGANIC FACIALS 
* MD FORMULATIONS GLYCOLIC PEELS 
*WAXING * LASHAND BROW TREATMENTS 
° SPRAY TANNING * MAKE-UP * MASSAGE 
¢* BRIDAL HOLIDAY AND MUM-TO-BE PACKAGES AVAILABLE 


Gift Vouchers Available 
Some reduced price treatments available each 


week please ring to check availablity 


| 34 | or 07887 653866 
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) Functional Sonning Common Health Centre 


Wood Lane, Sonning Common, 
w Physio 
oS & Pilates 
) Back & Neck pain 
» Muscle / Joint Strains 


» Shoulder Injuries 

» Post-Operative Rehabilitation 
) Ligament Sprain ) Pre/ Post Natal Exercise 
» Sports Injuries ») Respiratory Conditions 
) Whiplash Injuries ) Lower Limb & Foot Problems 
» Appointments available every day 
) Pilates classes throughout the week 

01189 722 745 
fo@functionalphysio.co.uk 


Jo Pereira MCSP 
Catherine Matthews MCSP 
Chartered Physiotherapists 


ional Physio are Chartered Physiotherapists registered 


_— Tae 


PERSONAL TRAINER 


exe) a lave) a aat-lalelame) al el-1as1e) als] magi iallale me iiksssia\aromol ale, 
nutrition advice, please contact Tereena: 
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Reading, RG4 9SW 


www.functionalphysio.co.uk 
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High quality education and child care under the 
Early years foundation stage (EV FS) for children 
4 monihs to 5 years 


® Goad OFSTED repart 
® Pre-school sessions available 
® Open all year, Monday to Friday, fam te opin 
® Plevible fours 
® Farly years education grants available 


® Cwrreicuflum includes French, Music & Movement 
and Thames balley Gym 


® Small friendly and personal care in 
Sonning Common 


for further information, please ask for the manager 
Ona GOS 4CAS, or visi cnr website, 


mais: Info alphabetdaynirxeries.com 


Golden 


Charter 
Funeral 
Plans 


£40 John Lewis voucher or 
£40 donation to Sue Ryder Care 


with each pre-paid funeral plan taken out on production of this advert 
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Fed Up With Call Centres 


Barrs Insurance 


Mark & Helen Richards 
Your Local Insurance Brokers 
For The Unusual & The Usual 
Let Us Take Care Of Your Insurance 
¢ House & Contents * Business » Liabilities 
¢ Travel * Landlords + Professional Indemnity 


-lorse * Shops = sickness / Accident 
Commercial / Unusual Vehicle 


If It’s Not listed We Still Can Help 
All Types Of Insurance Enquiries Welcome 


(Ob hss P-4- Bd ot OF} 
mail: info@barrs-insurances.co.uk 
www.barrs-insurance.co.uk 


Unit 2, Kidby’s Yard, Kennylands Road, Sonning Common RG4 9JT 
Authorised and Regulated by FCA 








Tel: (01491) 573370 


www.tomalins.co.uk tomalin@btconnect.com 
Anderson House, 38 Reading Road, Henley-on-Thames, RG9 1AG 


@® TaiChiClasses @& 


Do you need to improve your balance, 
coordination or strength? 


Want to improve your sense of wellbeing? 


Gentle mind, body and spirit exercises 
Ideal for all ages and any fitness level 


Daytime, Evening and Weekends Classes 
Contact Karen on 07867 954 786 





© 


@® www.karenpounds.co.uk 


